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is finding some support but is also meeting with strong
opposition from certain traditional quarters in Bengal.

Considering both sides of the question, one must admit
that it is necessary to gather more facts in order to establish
one position or the other.   Traditions cannot always be
relied upon ; nor can they be dismissed summarily.   It is
particularly essential that a historical and exhaustive study
should be undertaken of Madhva,   his disciples and his
Sampradaya when more facts may come to light and shape
our judgement.    In the meanwhile,   one or two points
deserve to be noted in this connection.   We understand
that Jayadhvajatlrtha, the disciple of Eajendratirthain the
Madhva line of descent, travelled in North India and found-
ed a branch of his Math in Bengal. We also know that Visnu-
puri is described as a disciple of Jayadharma, who must be
the same as Jayadhvaja.   Connecting these facts with the
genealogy mentioned before, we might tentatively agree
with Mr. B. N. Krsnamurti Sarma,      who   says,   " Most
probably it was this Visnupuri who was the real father of
the Bhakti  movement  in  the  North and the teachers
Laksmlpati,    Madhavendrapuri    and    Kvarapuri    were
descended from him and of these Isvarapuri was probably
contemporaneous     with    Vyasatirtha    (the   well-known
Vyasaraya of the Vijayanagara period) and presumably well-
acquainted with him".l   It may be inferred on this basis
that Visnupuri might   have derived his inspiration from
Jayadhvaja, his Madhvaguru in matters of "Bhaktimarga,
though his philosophic leanings were otherwise. The Madhva

1 B, N. Krsnamurti Sarma:    Madhva Influence   on
Bengal Vai^avism (Indian Culture, Vol. IV No. 4, p. 431).